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we ie it 


honuaiacles reflect the campromises of Europesn imperialioms, not the interests or 
desires of the local people. A reflection of this fact is te be found in the 
sonfugion which has been created by the use of the term Middle East for vhat was 
Soruerly kaown ag the Hear Rect. The Anglo-French understanding between the ware 
alloested the sea command in the Mediterraness. to the Britigh in case of war, but 
a2ft the Hear East militery commend. in french hands. By the time thet the British 
iad built up their forces in orth Africa, France hed capitulated te the Nazis: but 
co Gaulle claimed the Rear East command for tha Free French movement. It wes clearly 
iaposaible to put the vast armies of Worth Africa, as well as the reserves bebliding- 
up in Irag and Iran under hie control. Polities! difficulty was avoided by honouring 
the agreement im the sense of neming General. Catroux to the Near East comand, 90 

that it was bia task to gain. control over the Viehy forces in Syria ami Leben. ALL 
the other forces became the Middle Bast Command, with its uccompanying supply centers, 
etc. It is doubtful vhether the confusion tetween Near and Middle Rast will ever be 
straighteced owt again. 


“LG ls important to stress this fact thet the present politics! instability of the 
Sgveb atates ig in lerge pert the result of their artificial bomdaries which were 
created as compromises among the interested European powers. It is very doubtful 
that these boundaries will remain unchanged. Tt 1a almost impossible to create local 
petriotigns tut there is a deep underlying Arab unity. anscends 
lsuial loyaltles te tribe. shaikhs, is Arab, not Lebanese or Syrian or Irakian or 
Susu « lebanon, vith its large Christian minority, is almost an exception. Meny 
Soslem: are conselous of the need fer shielding this minority, not just for Lebanon 
but Zor the whole Areb world. There is some nescent, patriotiam in Lebanon, therefore, 
born of toleration. Hisevtere the boundaries are meaningless. Those who plen insti< 
wublons for the future ought not to count upon existing ¢ exxbe , 
the people. Ho one can foresee how the Arab world will be organized a peneration 
senet. There le force in the exgusent that the most effective immilses to unified 
uctdow ere likely to come, not from the presently cooperstive and weeternised groups 
Whose training wes received from former governing powers; but from a resurgent Arabian 
aweeying again owt of tha desert. Soe See et ete eoten eee ap enim OF te 
Sherifien Lemily a6 rulers in Jiddah, Beghdead, and Aman wos a travesty of Lawrence's 
ot & waified Arab territery under Feisal's ieaGerchip. The subsequent rise 

f Tha cecul im the Arab heartland ia an indicetion of the vitelity that lies in a 
Slacielined end dewoly religious people, given clear goals ani determined leadership. 
Lhe O11 pertnerahip betwen Tbn Sand and Aramco is now creating « new industriel 
‘wabia which sust in fature years be a disturbing force all over the Arab worli. It 
La \e developments of this type that policy-plamers should pay heed rether than to 
tne petty nolitica of existing atetea, 


“Clearly a working party sent out by a US institution could not ignore existing cove 
Syngenta. As other reports have ahowm, it was mecessary to clear both with US of fi-+~ 
gale ond aleo with locel governments. In same caset it wen obviously right to recom- 
mead guppoct of national goveranent projects. ‘where the work plonsered. by forcign 
midslonary aml educational institutions ia now being effectively replaced by national 
agencies 15 would be wroag to perpehuate the foreign work. Responsibility must pase 
oventually to the people of these countries. The foreign institutions still have - 
yuserul. sevvices to perform, even in Turkey, aad ghowld be supported so that they can 
dlacharge those services effectivhly, But eat the seme time encourngenent should be 
sivan to the netiowel inetltutiong which are tegimming te take responsibility. 


“ebanoe ie a epectal case. It has by far the most develeped educational institutions 

in the Middle Sast and should be regerfied as the intellectual, ss well as the commer. 

oie, center of the Hear East. At least thie ia true in the sense that weetern 

: icles ie education is most Wighly developed in Lebemon. There is also 4 freer 

imeLlectual atmosphere there. Egypt ani Iran claim to be more advanced civilisa. 

Laon; Avebie ia wore devoted to Telemy Syria, Jordan end Iraq beve traditions of 

‘rab culture: Turkey has beckon with the past anid is reaching owt to Western science. 

it in all of these countries the state is supreme: and there is little fraction of 
aritictive, In nome of them are there institutions of Western learning ss o14 and 

oa Webleerbablighn’ se those in Labenoun., 
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te the i. vcremce engeplered by « 

No eangue bas been taken ‘oom some 
~ore that a cwunt might disclose that the balance hoo 
The relncte:2 to absorb about 125,000 Moslem refugees in a popula- 
that muaber is due to the sama ee ere 

: ice le apportioned In the same wey. 56 > La 

does not run ig regard to important quections cc marriage, and only gtudisd tolerance , 


“Tt ds clear thet a showdown must ooae in which Point Four offielals wake it clear 
het their work is to advise end essist, but not to relieve goverment of its | a 
rappongibilities. There has been too much publicity and emaggerated, expectetions 
lieve been ballt up. 


“ne farther point came up during s courtesy visit to the University of St. doseptis: in 


Reiret. This is a lerge emi inmmy respects an efficient institution i cluding | 
ciansmtery, seconiary, college and university work, « fine ifbrary, eapeciaily ob 
Ara® archaeology, linguisticoe ani litereture, together with the finest printing press 
in the region. The latter Ls run on comaercial Lincs. There are sebocle of medicine 
and of lev ang there can becno doubt that ot. Joseph's has exerted a oasis rab: 
salbarel influence ta Lebanon and Syria. Thet influence is French not only in the 
senni of epreading knowledge of the French language, bat also in the souse Of pre» 
viding facilities end opportunities for Frensh government policy. The schools are 
oar: of the French ghete sywten, exanined by visiting inspectors sent by the Ministry 
aucation ab Paris, the wiiversity degrees ars similarly awarded, e.0) the unlver- 
oliy iz in rewedpt of substantial funds from the French goverment» 


“other inebitut. wdc Americen Frotestant in their origing, cemio' be 2s 
oe oe cig in the sense in which St. Joseph's ts clearly an agemey 

of French policy. Im particuler, they do not receive funds from; or ave any cone 
nection with, the public e@usational syuten of the US. Mareover ; they function iS 
~agiomal rabher than local inetitutdeas. Thelx studest veg@y is recruited from 
the Coden to Saudi Arebia. Their graduates are to be found in responrinis pos. uions 
tinroughowt the Arab world." 


tS 


Suoumdty intormation 
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